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Pallone Extols Health Reform 
Benefits for NJ   

  Trenton, N.J. . -  Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. went to Trenton on 
Monday to testify on the benefits to New Jersey of the health reforms 
about to be approved by Congress. Congressman Pallone was one of the 
chief writers of the reform bill in the House and is working with others 
to meld that plan with the Senate bill. 

    The reforms are the most significant changes in the nation's health care 
system in decades, a goal that has repeatedly eluded Congresses and 
Presidents of the past. The reforms will extend coverage to as many as 36 
million more Americans, resulting in a 96 percent coverage in the 
country.  

    Congressman Pallone is the chairman of the House Energy and 
Commerce Health Subcommittee. He spoke to the New Jersey Senate's 
Health, Human Services and Senior Services Committee. 

    "The main goals of the health insurance reforms are to expand and 
secure coverage for quality medical care," Pallone said. "The upward 
spiral of health care expenses is putting care out of reach for too many 
people and, during this harsh recession, is putting people into 
bankruptcy." 

    Pallone said many of the reforms are based on similar ideas already 
working in New Jersey. The benefits of those ideas and others will help 
reduce the wasteful and inefficient spending that permeates most areas of 
the health care system.  

    Insurers will cover more preventive care and will be prohibited from 
denying coverage due to pre-existing conditions and will no longer be 
allowed to cap medicals costs when they reach a limit decided by insurance 
companies. New Jersey has already instituted many of these reforms.  

    The changes to the Medicaid system under the reforms will be 
especially helpful to New Jersey, Pallone said, referring to larger 
subsidies, broader coverage and higher reimbursements. Some of these 
were outline in today's news story -  http://tiny.cc/j2qtx  

    The reforms will also foster competition among insurance companies. 
Right now in New Jersey two insurance firms hold the majority of health 
care policies. 



    The changes to the health care system have multiple economic benefits, 
Pallone noted. The reforms will reduce the deficit long term, produce 
quality jobs and spur productive economic activity.  As the home for the 
top pharmaceutical companies, many world-class hospitals and bio-tech 
firms, New Jersey is positioned to gain from these economic benefits. 

  
The benefits to New Jersey include these estimates: 
 
•  1.5 million residents who do not currently have insurance and 326,000 residents who have 
nongroup insurance could get affordable coverage through the health insurance exchange.  
 
•  854,000 residents could qualify for premium tax credits to help them purchase health coverage.  
 
•  1.3 million seniors would receive free preventive services.  
 
•  227,000 seniors would have their brand-name drug costs in the Medicare Part D “doughnut hole” 
halved.  
 
•  107,000 small businesses could be helped by a small business tax credit to make premiums more 
affordable. 
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Frank Pallone, Jr. on the Web:  

   

  

   

  
   
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 


